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DEDICATION 
Fossil tracks of Permian age occur across much of 
New Mexico, and many geologists and paleontologists 
have noted them in print. Indeed, one of the first 
published records of a fossil from New Mexico may be of 
Permian tracks. In a brief notice published in the Neues 
Jahrbuch fUr Mineralogie, Geognosie, Geologie und Petrefakten-
Kundefor 1840 (p. 485), Degenhardt reports "grosse Fuss-
Tritte von Vogeln" in red sandstone at an altitude of 500 
feet at "Oiva, Provinz Socorro, Mexico." Possibly, this 
refers to Joyita or Quivira near Socorro, New Mexico. 
More explicit published references to Permian tracks from 
New Mexico appeared more than a century later, 
beginning with an abstract published by Branson and 
Branson in 1946 (Geological Society of America Bulletin, vol. 
57, p. 1181). 
Despite a longstanding and wide knowledge that 
New Mexico's Lower Permian red beds contained tracks, 
little scientific work was undertaken on them. The 
published literature makes it clear that most who 
encountered these tracks regarded them as little more than 
paleontological curiosities. However, this began to change 
in 1987, when Las Cruces resident Jerry Paul MacDonald 
discovered a phenomenal Early Permian tracksite in the 
Robledo Mountains near Las Cruces. From this site, as 
well as others in the Robledo Mountains, and from the' 
nearby Dona Ana Mountains and McLeod Hills, 
MacDonald amassed the largest collection of Early 
Permian footprints in the world. In terms of diversity, 
abundance, and quality of preservation, the specimens MacDonald recovered are unparalleled. Now housed at the 
New Mexico Museum of Natural History and Science in Albuquerque, MacDonald's collection has become the basis 
of a rewrite of the scientific understanding of Early Permian terrestrial ichnology. This book publishes the first wave 
of this rewrite. 
Most of the research reported here is based whOlly, or in part, on the collections Jerry MacDonald made in the 
Robledo Mountains. Therefore, it is logical, and a pleasure, to dedicate this volume to Jerry. He, more than anybody 
else, made this book possible. 
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